
Walkability Task Force Meeting Minutes 
September 8, 2020, via Zoom 

 
In Attendance:  
Task Force members: Peter Kahn (chair), John Sharrow, Larry Wasson, Lorie Mitchell 
Council Members: Arthur Alexander (liaison) 
Village Manager: Niles Anderegg  
Consultant: Chris Jakubiak 
Residents: Jean Sperling, Bill Catherwood, Sally Maran, John MacDonald, David Saulter, Bill 
Single, Marty 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:09 pm. 
 
Task Force Operations:  As decided at our previous meeting, Larry Wasson will step down as 
task force secretary.  Going forward, meeting minutes will be drafted by task force members on 
a rotating basis. 
 
Council member Arthur Alexander presented a proposal to begin an immediate review of 
sidewalk maintenance throughout the village based on the task force’s findings to date and 
survey results. In the best interest of public safety, the task force agreed that a review of current 
sidewalk conditions and repair of any identified  defects should begin as soon as possible.  
 
Presentation by Chris Jakubiak.  
 
Task force discussion of Mr. Jakubiak’s plans to address village traffic speed/volume issues, 
sidewalk and crosswalk improvements, Brookville Rd. concerns and enhance overall walkability 
within the VMA community.  
 
Actions: The task force agreed to conduct a community forum at which Mr. Jakubiak will present 
his introductory VMA Walkability Plan and his interpretation of Walkability Survey results. His 
presentation will include a proposal to address the initial findings of the task force, detailing a 
potential framework for creating a Grand Plan to implement pedestrian safety measures and 
improve the overall walking experience throughout the VMA community.  Residents will have 
the opportunity to ask questions and voice their opinions.  
 
Next Steps:  Peter Kahn will work with the Council to coordinate a date for a community forum.  
 
Resident Comments:  Sally Maran voiced her support of additional sidewalks to improve 
pedestrian safety.  Jean Sperling provided historical context on village ROW issues and noted a 
previous one-way traffic pattern on Thornapple Street. Ms. Sperling also voiced her concern 
over Montgomery County’s ongoing failure to address increased volume of eastbound traffic 
throughout the county. John MacDonald questioned whether the Walkability Survey results were 
currently available on the VMA website. In response, Peter Kahn suggested posting the survey 
results online under the task force section of the VMA website.  



 
 
Date of the next task force meeting TBD following the community forum. 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 pm.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


